376                LIFE   OF JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN
BOOK Chamberlain cabled that he must come home at once. Early in
, May 1897 he had landed at Cape Town from the Norham Castle.
At the beginning of November 1898 he sailed in the Scot. To his
highly wrought, tense and authoritative nature, the eighteen
months between must have seemed like many years. Seldom can
a man on a homeward voyage have been so closely engaged
with thoughts on what might be.